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WATTLE GROVE AGED-CARE FACILITY — MINISTER FOR PLANNING 

Statement 
HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan) [5.30 pm]: I thank Hon Alison Xamon for raising here tonight 
the issue of the application for a Wattle Grove aged-care facility. The reason I rise to speak is that it is a big issue 
that has come up in our electorate. But it saddens me to see the issue being played out by the media in our local 
papers against our very hardworking local member and minister, Hon John Day. As the Minister for Planning, he 
has a very difficult task, and being the local member makes it even more difficult. He is not a man who would 
normally stand up and defend himself, so I feel it is my duty to do that for him tonight—not against Hon Alison 
Xamon but against the issue that has been building up in his and my electorate.  

An aged-care facility is well overdue and well needed for the area around Wattle Grove and the bottom of the 
hills area as a whole. Many people who grew up, brought up their families and live in the hills do not want to 
move out of the hills area into a metropolitan-style aged-care facility. It is something that we are lacking greatly 
in that area. However, the application that has come forward is in a semirural zoned area, and I also have 
compassion and feelings for those people who live in that area and who want to keep it that way. It is all very 
well to say that we need an aged-care facility, but to what detriment do we put one in? We do not need to upset 
the residents who already live there and who bought property in this area to have peace and quiet, as residents 
can have at the bottom of hills, by inflicting on them a high-density aged-care facility.  

The other reason this area is not conducive to having an aged-care facility is that currently there are no facilities 
there to support one. There needs to be bus systems, chemists, doctors’ surgeries and retail shops so that they can 
get milk if they need milk. Currently none of this is available in that location. I commend the Shire of 
Kalamunda, which has done a full plan trying to locate other areas within its local government area that could 
hold an aged-care facility.  

I note from the current application by the gentleman who wants to go forward with the aged-care facility that he 
also owns this land. So it is very easy to give him a yes because he is prepared to put up the $70 million required 
to build an aged-care facility. If we do identify other land, which I believe the Shire of Kalamunda has, the 
difficulty will be identifying someone who is prepared to spend $70 million.  

I do not envy the minister, Hon John Day, the decision in front of him, having to balance the need for an aged-
care facility and the planning requirements that he is in charge of as the Minister for Planning. I hope that the 
local community understands the bigger picture in this issue and does not take him to task over it.  
 


